Access to the Membership Database of the 

Virginia Academy of School Psychologists for Research Purposes:

Policies and Procedures 

*These policies and procedures are taken in part from the policies and procedures set forth by the Research Committee of the National Association of School Psychologists.
VASP recognizes that access to membership of the academy may be useful to researchers who are pursuing both basic and applied questions about school psychology and school psychologists. For that reason, VASP will consider making membership available on a limited basis for legitimate research purposes when the following conditions are met:

1. the researcher is a member of VASP

2. assurance is provided of the privacy and protections from harm of the VASP members as human subjects

3. the research will make a contribution to VASP and the larger school psychology community

4. the research is conducted in accordance with well-established research methods

5. the logistics of the research does not conflict with VASP’s mission or goals or negatively impact the VASP membership

Policy:

1. The VASP Research Committee will grant access to the VASP membership database for the purpose of conducting research. VASP does not provide access to members’ email addresses.

2. All research projects must be approved by the Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Participants (or institutional equivalent) of the university or organization with which the investigator has his/her primary affiliation. Written documentation of this approval must be provided by the researcher.

3. To obtain approval for access to data from the VASP membership database (including requests for contact information of members for the purpose of conducting research), researchers must submit a written request that includes:

1) name and affiliations of the researchers (provide all contact information for primary researcher)

2) purpose of the research and its potential contributions (in 300 words or less; attach all surveys to be used)

3) specific research question(s) to be addressed

4) types of data that need to be accessed and time frame of project

5) documentation of approval of the research by the Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects (or equivalent) associated with the researchers primary employment affiliation or school

6) potential publication outlets or audiences for the research report

All of the above information must be provided for consideration by the Research 

Committee. Incomplete submissions will not be reviewed.

4. Requests will be reviewed by the VASP Research Committee and a response given within 60 days of receipt of the request (including all supporting documentation). Access will either be approved for a specified time frame or denied.

5. Upon the researcher’s request, specific reasons will be provided when access to data is denied. Researchers may resubmit when reasons for denial are fully addressed. 

6. For requests that are approved, access to membership will be given through a mailing list of “land addresses” only. In some cases, researchers may be given access to the VASP website for posting of notice of approved projects and call for participants.

7. No data collected from VASP members shall be published in a form that permits identification by name or in which identification is made possible. Privacy of VASP members must be maintained at all points in the research process.

8. All researchers must agree to abide by the VASP policies and procedures for research.

Submit the application in Microsoft Word in an email-attachment to the VASP Chair, Research Committee. Mail supporting documentation and surveys to the Chair.

Tammy D. Gilligan, Ph.D.

Chair, VASP Research Committee

31 Johns Valley Drive

Fishersville, VA 22939

gilligtd@jmu.edu
540-568-6564

